Board Member Spotlight: Caroline Samis
Reasons for joining RCF Board:
"After being involved in a few
luncheons, I was deeply moved
and inspired by the impact RCF
makes in the AYA cancer world.
Laura and Carolyn sensed this
passion and formally asked me
to join the mission."
Favorite thing about RCF
community:
Research and trials. The money
we raise directly pushes
innovative methods of life-saving
cancer treatments (a new frontier
for AYA cancer).

️

Take Me Out to the Ball Game

️

Rutledge Day at the Ranger Game 2021 was a HOME RUN! 50 AYAs and
friends enjoyed the Rangers' new ballpark and a great afternoon of baseball.
One special friend couldn't wait to tell us "I'm cancer free! Thank you for all you
have done for me." A special thank you to each of our donors who continue to
make events like Day At The Ranger Game possible for young cancer patients
and their families.

Save the Date
Finding a Cure - an evening with RCF

Sponsor an Evening with RCF

This year we are thrilled to announce Dr. Greg Aune, childhood cancer
survivor, pediatric oncologist at Greehey Children’s Cancer Research Institute,
as our keynote speaker. The event will include a cocktail hour and silent
auction followed by a seated dinner and inspirational program.

Camp Gold was a huge success!

Patient events are back! RCF was able to send over 40 AYA's and their
support friend or family caregiver to Camp Gold at Camp El Tesero in
Granbury for a time of fun and fellowship. Camp Gold brings together young
adults who have been diagnosed with cancer to provide emotional support, fun
challenges and new friendships.

RCF Summer Intern Spotlight:
Paige Holtzendorf
Meet Paige! Paige Holtzendorf is from

Pflugerville, Texas. She will be starting
her senior year at TCU this fall,
majoring in Strategic Communication
and minoring in Writing. After being
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at the
age of 14, Paige's family became
involved with Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, where she has
volunteered to help promote and
execute various fundraising events.
Paige is excited to build on that
experience at RCF. Paige loves spending time outside and exploring Fort Worth, as well
as her new “hometown” of Georgetown, Texas where her family and two dogs live.

RCF's Research Team awarded 2-year NIH Grant

On April 1, 2021, a grant from National Institute of Health (NIH), in a combined
effort with the National Heart Lung and Blood Institute, was awarded to a
collaborative project led by Rutledge Cancer Foundation with Co-Principal
Investigators Gregory Aune, MD, PhD of UT Health/ GCCRI of San Antonio,
Texas and Jason Yustein, MD, PhD of the Faris D. Virani Ewing Sarcoma
Center at the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas.
The award supports an ongoing effort initiated by the Rutledge Cancer
Foundation in collaboration with Qana Therapeutics (Austin, Texas), Greehey
Children’s Cancer Research Institute (GCCRI, San Antonio, Texas), Baylor

College of Medicine (Houston, Texas) and UNT Health Science Center (Fort
Worth, Texas), which aims to develop novel treatments for Ewing sarcoma with
minimal side effects, especially cardiovascular.
The team will utilize novel nanoparticle technology funded by Rutledge Cancer
Foundation and developed by Qana Therapeutics and Dr. Andras Lacko of
UNT Health Science Center, to selectively deliver novel cytotoxic
chemotherapies directly to Ewing sarcoma tumors with high expression of SRB1, which is a receptor or protein that is located on the surface of the tumor
cell.

More importantly, preliminary studies in the lab have shown
little to no cardiac toxicity in young mice.
During the two-year grant, the team hopes to generate critical data needed for
early phase patient clinical trials. Additionally, the plan is to further develop this
approach utilizing next generation therapies, such as small molecules and
nucleic acids, to treat sarcomas and other solid tumor cancers more
effectively with less toxicity.

What does this mean for Ewing sarcoma patients?
Ewing sarcoma’s 40-year-old chemotherapy regimen remains
a significant contributor to mortality and long-term
cardiovascular complications in adolescent and young adult
cancer patients. The goal of this project is to bring less toxic,
more curative cancer treatments to pediatric and young
adult patients.

️ What a PAR-TEE! ️

What a fabulous turnout from our Community! THANK YOU!
Our second annual Raise the Rate: Tee Off Against Cancer was a huge
success thanks to you! We are proud to announce we raised over $43,000 for
teens and young adults with cancer. Thank you to all of our sponsors and
those who donated at the event.
In a year where needs were great and resources were stretched, your support
made a real difference in young lives. Thank you for giving for their tomorrows.

Please Save the Date for our Third Annual Raise the Rate: Tee off Against
Cancer which will take place on Thursday, April 28, 2022.

Thank you to all of our Raise the Rate: Tee Off Against Cancer Sponsors:

Hole in 1 Sponsors:
Archer Western Construction
Michelle and Alex Fisher

Cocktail Sponsors:
Urology Partners
Texas Cancer Specialist

Eagle Sponsors:
Freese and Nichols
Deepa and Harshal Broker
Delynn and Ted Crofford
Chris and Stacy Kroeger

June is Cancer Immunotherapy Awareness Month. Immunotherapy has proven
to be effective against many different cancers. Immunotherapy is a type of
cancer treatment whereby the body’s natural immune system is boosted in
order to try to fight cancer.
We encourage everyone to wear white on June 11 and tag @rutledgecancer
with your photos to show your support for #Immune2cancerDay

Be a part of Generation Cure and help us create a future #Immune2Cancer this
Friday, June 11:
1. Make a sign [pdf] about why you are raising awareness for cancer
immunotherapy.
2. Take a photo or video holding your sign.
3. Share your photo, video, or story on social media using the hashtag
#Immune2Cancer.

Visit Our Website

Follow RCF






