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OUR MISSION

works to ease the impact of cancer on the lives of teens and

young adults, raise survival rates, and find a cure

for sarcomas and other solid tumor cancers.



EASE THE IMPACT
In 2023, we funded $168,694 which served over 

2,064 patients and families through our patient 

programs that address unmet emotional and 

physical needs.

RAISE THE RATE 
In 2023, we raised $827,040 to ease cancer’s 

impact, increase awareness and early detection, 

and to further research for less toxic, personalized 

cancer therapies.

FIND A CURE 
In 2023, we funded $312,000 in research aimed 

at finding a cure for solid tumor cancers.
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Our motto this year has been
Better Together, and it has certainly 
proven to be true! We have been able 
to add several key positions which will 
allow us to better fulfill our mission. 
We now have an Events Manager who 
is dedicated to all of our fundraising 
events — both in person and virtually. 

We have hired a Business/Systems Manager to keep 
our office, database, and reporting running smoothly. 
Lastly, we have created a new position, dedicated to our 
patient programs. This role is essential in growing and 
supporting our patients and their families by providing 
them with much needed resources and impactful 
experiences. Due to these new hires, we have doubled 
our office space and now have a dedicated room for 
our Carley’s Closet program! Please come by and we will 
be happy to give you a tour and introduce you to our 
new staff.

These new positions equip us to grow and increase 
our footprint in the adolescent and young adult (AYA) 
cancer landscape well beyond the borders that we are 
currently serving. Our board has been hard at work 
on developing a robust Strategic Marketing Plan and 
Business Plan for this next phase. With more than 90,000 
new cancer diagnosis in this age group (15-39) in the 

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

U.S., more resources and research are needed more 
than ever. Because of our donor and grantor support, we 
were also able to award over $300,000 to four different 
collaborative research projects that span across the 
country and British Columbia. We remain committed to 
being part of the breakthrough treatments for sarcomas 
and other solid tumor cancers. We won’t back down until 
we have succeeded. 

An eventful milestone took place in May of 2023 that 
benefits young cancer patients across Texas, one that 
Carley worked tirelessly on in both the Texas and 
Colorado legislatures. In 2020, she was able to witness 
the passing of the Fertility Preservation bill in Colorado. 
After testifying five years ago, along with numerous 
other advocates, Texas has passed their own Family 
Preservation bill that provides insurance coverage 
for teens and young adults to preserve their ability 
to have children prior to toxic chemo and radiation. 
This provides hope for the future in an otherwise very 
frightening time.

Since 2011, we have helped thousands of patients and 
supported cutting edge research, but there is so much 
more we can do. I am thankful for our leadership and 
donors who are positioning Rutledge Cancer Foundation 
for the future. Join us as we continue to reach new 
heights in fulfilling our mission to ease cancer’s impact, 
raise awareness, and find a cure, because we are always 
Better Together!

With Hope in Finding a Cure,

Laura Rutledge
Co-Founder and Executive Director



ANNUAL REPORT 2023

430
patients received 

Christmas 
Stockings

RCF PATIENT PROGRAMS:

CARLEY’S CLOSET
 
Started in 2011, Carley’s Closet serves the unique needs of adolescent and young adult 
cancer patients at both pediatric and adult medical centers, supplying resources and 
comfort items to help keep patients active and positive throughout their treatment. RCF 
also provides Christmas stockings to patients with age-appropriate gifts and comfort 
items to help them get through the holiday season.

ONCO-FERTILITY PRESERVATION  
 
Loss of fertility is a significant side-effect of cancer treatment for patients diagnosed 
during their reproductive years and a source of considerable emotional distress. 
In partnership with Moncrief Cancer Institute, Rutledge Cancer Foundation helped 
pioneer a community-wide Onco-Fertility Preservation Program. The program includes 
fertility preservation education, care coordination, and financial assistance for 
medically underserved teen and young adult cancer patients. RCF also supports fertility 
preservation programs at Cook Children’s Medical Center and MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston. In a landmark decision, the Family Preservation Act was passed into 
law in Texas in 2023, requiring private insurance companies to cover fertility preservation 
for cancer patients. RCF will continue funding uninsured or underinsured patients.

EASE THE IMPACT

In 2023, RCF was able to serve over 2,064 patients and family members with 
$168,694 spent on innovative programs, patient events, supportive care, and outreach. 

782
patients received 

New Diagnosis Bags

73
patients were blessed through the 

Onco-Fertility Preservation Program



RCF PATIENT PROGRAMS:

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE FOR FIRST DESCENTS 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 

First Descents provides life-changing, outdoor adventures for young 
adults impacted by cancer and other serious health conditions. 
Many young adult patients apply and receive scholarships to the 
First Descents Program but cannot afford the travel cost to get there. 
In 2022, RCF opened a travel assistance fund to allow patients to 
participate.

PATIENT OUTINGS

Life during and after cancer is especially difficult for teens and 
young adults. Patients try to maintain a “normal” life but suffer from 
long-lasting and life-changing issues. These stressors often cause 
added isolation and depression, affecting overall health and patient 
outcomes. RCF’s patient outings are designed to bring young 
patients and their families together to help them forget about their 
cancer for a while and give them a sense of community with others 
who understand. 

404
volunteers served 
young cancer 
patients through RCF 

1,460
people attended RCF 
AYA Awareness events

2
patients received travel 
scholarships for First 
Descents Adventures

317
AYA Cancer Patients 

hosted at RCF 
Patient Outings

  91
patients 
participated 
in ForeverFit

THERAPEUTIC CANCER EXERCISE
 
Research has proven that cancer patients who exercise during 
and after treatment have better outcomes. In 2019, RCF brought 
ForeverFit (formerly FitSteps) to UNT Health Science Center in Fort 
Worth. Clinical exercise specialists work directly with patients to 
provide an individualized exercise plan based on their diagnosis 
and physical capabilities. This program is offered free of charge to 
all cancer patients through funding from RCF. 
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FIND A CURE

RCF SARCOMA AND SOLID TUMOR RESEARCH

Since 2011, Rutledge Cancer Foundation has donated over $1,715,197 for immune-based, targeted pediatric sarcoma 
research and clinical trials. We follow our research projects carefully, requiring bi-annual progress reports. RCF has 
supported 13 new therapies and six clinical trials. Our goal is to get less toxic, more curative therapies to patients as quickly 
as possible. Current projects include:

For more details on our research visit our website: 
rutledgecancerfoundation.org/research
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mRNA Ewing Vaccine 
Doctors Timothy Chan and 
Pete Anderson, Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Targeting IL1RAP 
Dr. Poul Sorensen and team at 
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, BC, Canada

SRB1 Nanoparticle Drug Testing
Dr. Jason Yustein, Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia 

Drug Delivery with IKE & GPX4 
Drs. Greg Aune and Alex Bishop, 
UT Greehey Children's Cancer Research 
and Jim Graham, Qana Therapeutics
San Antonio, TX



Our deep gratitude goes to all who give in 
support of our mission.

$10,000 and Above

Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Bahr Family Fund — Schwab 
  Charitable
CapRock Partners Giving Foundation
Charles and Kelly Secker Family 
  Foundation — Raymond James 
  Charitable
Fichtenbaum Charitable Trust —   
  Bank of America
Joni Templeton Charitable Trust — 
  Bank of America
Louella Martin — North Texas 
  Community Foundation 
Servier Pharmaceuticals Foundation
Shawn and Cindy McLaughlin —   
  Fidelity Charitable
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Susan and David Rich Foundation — 
  Wells Fargo
Thomas M., Helen McKee & John P. 
  Ryan Foundation
WB & Ellen Gordon Stuart 
  Trust —  Cancer

$5,000 to $9,999 

Baylor Scott & White All Saints 
  Medical Center — Fort Worth
Delynn and Ted Crofford Charitable 
  Fund — Fidelity Charitable
Julie and Kregg Jodie Foundation — 
  The Dallas Foundation
Lawrence's
McCallum Family Foundation
Mica Bergman Charitable Gift 
  Fund —  Fidelity Charitable
Moncrief Cancer Institute
Vantage Bank
Walker Strong, Inc.

$1,000 to $4,999 

Binish Brewer — Johnson & 
   Johnson Matching Gifts
Alan & Sarah Bennett Charitable 
  Foundation
Ana and Mike Nichols — Schwab 
  Charitable
Capital Construction
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Clinic Concierge
Colfax Marathon Partnership, Inc.
Communities Foundation of Texas
Cook Children's Health Foundation
Dale Yee and Dave Rutledge —   
  Schwab Charitable
Dana and Jim Sager — Charities Aid 
  Foundation of America
Freese and Nichols
Frost Bank
Hall Family Charitable Fund
Hooks Lincoln
Hunsaker Giving Fund
Jamie and Paul Bass Charitable Fund
John B and Ethel Templeton Fund
Judy and Al Hearne — American 
  Endowment Foundation
Michael and Elizabeth Stevener — 
  Dallas Seminary Foundation
Radiology Associates of North Texas
Tracy Rector & Greg Fitzgerald 
  Charitable Fund — North Texas 
  Community Foundation
UBS Match Gift — Cyber Grant —  
  Kyle Kight
W. Paul and Lois Bowman — 
  TD Ameritrade

$250 to $999 

AmazonSmile
Boulder Lifestyle/Sweep

2023 CONTRIBUTIONS

CORPORATE SPONSORS/DONORS

INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORS/DONORS

$10,000 and Above

Theresa and Randy Brillhart
Donna and Ross Craft
Cynthia and Sam Moser
Shauna and Joe Nichols
Laura and John Rutledge
Lisa and John Sarvadi

$5,000 to $9,999 

Michael Berkowitz and Jane Tapper
Lesley and Jeffrey D. Bush
Kathy Dafcik
Joanne and Bob Dellamura
Christina and Mark Johnson
Sarah and Kyle Kight
Cheryle Locke
Susan Mitchell

Kelly and Charles Secker
Michele and Fred Secker

$1,000 to $4,999

Dr. Greg Aune
Shaaron and Buzz Barlow
Whitney and William Beckworth
Kara and Brian Bell
Tracy and Crystal Bolt
Paula and Bob Brockway
Teresa Brownlie
Kim and David Clarke
Brian and April Coltharp
Holly and Brady Corbridge
Randall Crimmings
Cari and Bill Davis
Angie and Dave Donahue
Shayla Dunlap
Mary Jane and Crawford Edwards
Marta and Jeff Ekberg
Phyllis Elenburg
Vivian Ferguson
Martha Fry
Elizabeth and Rafael Garza
Kim and Terri Gill
Caroline and Mark Grace
Darlene Grimshaw
Laura Haas
Julie and Michael Hearne
Carol Henderson
Sherry Hill
Tammy and Richard Jensen
Deborah and John Kauffman
Laura Jo and Bryce Klein
Christina and Jeff Klote
Stacy and Chris Kroeger
Bea and Dan Kutzler
Charlotte and Tom Laker
Stephanie and Walton Lawrence
Natalie and Brant Martin
Rusty and Wade McLaurin
Julie and Mike Meek
Kay Mitchell
Lynn Newman
Karen and Ted Norman
Nancy and David Parker
Murphy and Amanda Parks
Lindy and Bill Penny
Jan and David Peterson
Michelle and George Pettit
Kathy and John Pinkerton
Lynda and Robert Post
Lisa and John Queralt
Pam Ramsey
Jane Rector
Tamara and Dan Reese

Cameron & O.P. Newberry —  
  Schwab Charitable Fund
Crown Printed Products & 
  Services, Inc.
Cynthia and Hal O'Neil — Fidelity 
  Charitable Fund
Geren Family Charitable Fund —   
  North Texas Community 
  Foundation
James and Amy Miller Charitable 
  Fund
MD Anderson
Sweep
Tindall Family Fund — Fidelity 
  Charitable
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Sharon and Bob Reitsch
Michele and Fred Reynolds
Carolyn and David Roberts
Win and Edwin Ryan
Dana and Jim Sager
Felice and Jack Shohet
Trooper Smith
Lois and John Smitherman
Kate and Chris Snow
Melinda Spence
Rachel and Sander Spence
Mimi and Chad Stephens
Celia Stibbens
Christy and Louis Strock, MD
Kristina and Eric Strong
Allison and Bryan Wagner
Missy and J.W. Watson
Emily Watt
Lisa Webster
Amy and Donovan Williamson
Anne and Richard Wistrand
Elena Wright
Amy and Andrew Yanez
Ben Zivney, MD

$250 to $499

Cole Adkins
Erik and Jackie Bahr
Kate Barbolla
Sandy Barnes
Donald Beam
Cheryl Beauchamp
Harrison Bell
Reed Bell
Mica Bergman
Greg Berry
Ben Berteau
Hailee Binet
Douglas S. Blan
Stephanie Brentlinger
Jarrod Brinker
Taylor Brown
Zack Brust
Barbara Buchanan
Alexandra Champagne
Nesli Chandler
Kevin Cherry
Pete Chilian
Bobby Cook
Gina and Kelley Corbridge
Madison Corbridge
Curran Corrigan
Delynn and Ted Crofford
Chelsea Davis
Elizabeth Donnelly
Melanie Edwards

Jeff Eisel
Gina and Mike Elliott
Ashley and Jeffrey Elmore
Erin Esterlein
James Eubanks
Elizabeth Farley
Adrienne Faulkner
Adrienne Gamez White
Colin Geoghegan
Beckie and Pete Geren
Gregory Giannini
Johnny Giles
Jim Graham
Rachel and Daniel Gralapp
Robin and Jerry Green
Chelsee Greer
Susie and Clark Gregg
Chelsea Gresham
Kyle Grimes
Suzanne and Tracy Hale
Janet Hardin
Laurie and Holman Harvey
Leela Hattarki-Blake
Corey and Ashley Hawkins
Linda and Robert Herchert
Johanna Hernandez
Cynthia and Bradley Hickman
Catherine Hildreth
Brooke Hoskinson
Cindy Hoyler
Jonathan Hughes
Brent Hull
S Keith Jackson, Jr. and Pamela 
   Jackson
Mackenzie Keiper
Abby Kizer
Laura Jo Klein
Elise and Hayden Lambert
Jimmy Lee
Kitson and Steve Loerwald
Libby and Isaac Manning
Leigh Marks
Jennifer Marr
Jacquelyn McDonald
Matthew McDonald
Lori and Robb McWilliams
Dianna Meek
Kay and John Mitchell
Lance and Holly Mosby
Mary Amelia and Peyton Moss
Marcus Motes
Anna Nackley
Colin Patrick
Beth and Steve Phillips
Lindsay Pyle's Family
Marcus Ranallo
Brian Randow
Benjamin Raulerson

Keller and Wesley Reese
Robert Reitsch
Debbie Reynolds
Sarah Rice
Mayme Richie-Gillespie
Lisa Riggins
Alexander Rodzinski
Kate Rutledge and Gene Schiappa
William Rutledge
Myra and Chris Ryan
Amy Schara
John Scruggs
Ralph Shanks
Hilary and Joshua Shipman
Aaron Smith
Christy and Jason Smith
Deborah Sneed
Jake Soffes
Chris Sorensen
Michelle and Fred Streck
Lina and Brett Taylor
Kelly and Craig Templin
Craig Thompson
Robert Trenz
Amy Trott
Thuan Vu
Cynthia and Tom Wahl
Paula Walker
Dorothy Waterhouse
Valerie and Rob Watson
Wells Watson
Patty Williams
Robert and Regal Williams
Melissa and Andrew Winner
Carly and Gary Witulski



GIFTS OF $100 AND ABOVE

IN MEMORY OF:

Sarah Atnip
David Atnip

Justin Beckman
Mary Beckman

Justin Corbridge
Paula Olson
Fred Schwarmann
Lindsey Pyle's Family
Nancy Marks
Mike and Sydney Brill
Steve Reitsch
Christina Lang
Michael Mclennan
Jimmy Lee

Lilli Curry
Eric Ford
Mark Hayden
Stephanie and Chris Larkin

Wyatt Donahue
Greg Berry
Angie and Dave Donahue
Katherine Dorris
Courtney Fillmore
Caroline and Mark Grace
Linda Kennedy
Johnie Olson
McCallum Family Foundation
Elizabeth Vanexan

Alan Ebertz
Susan and Barry Baker
Laura Blair
Tori Gilhool
Aaron Smith

Patty and Bill Harvey
Laurie and Holman Harvey

Emily Hearne
Stephen Adams
The Beck Family
Kevin Cherry
Pete Chilian
Julie Clapp
Elizabeth Farley
Adrienne Faulkner
Julie and Kregg Jodi Foundation
Gregory Giannini
Annemarie Hale
Judy and Al Hearne
Mary Joy Hinton
Bonnie Karamalegos
Renee Long
Mary Martin
Aaron Martin
Lori and Robb McWilliams
Rebecca Montgomery
Cassie Morrison
Vlada Parrott
Marcus Ranallo
Courtney Richards
Laura and John Rutledge
Elizabeth Schaab
Carol and Bern Spurlock
Terri Stine
Catherine and Dan Woodward

Mike Kelley
Marissa Cuffe

Cameron Lindsay
Ellen Clarke

Makenna Loerwald
Kitson and Steve Loerwald

Phillip Marks
Nancy Marks

Shawn Mclaughlin
John W. Adamek
George Bean
Cheryl Beauchamp
Douglas S. Blan

2023 MEMORY AND HONOR

Diane and Warren Boorman
Greg Cary
John Cha
Cindy and Shawn McLaughlin —  
  Fidelity Charitable
Wesley Copelin
Robert Csaki
Elizabeth Donnelly
Chris Dunn
James and Amy Miller Charitable 
  Fund
Tindall Family Fund
Tammi Gilley
Robin and Jerry Green
Darlene Grimshaw
Katie Harrington
Joey Hlavenka
Cindy Hoyler
Leigh Marks
James Marsh
Barbara Martin
Douglas McKay
Anthony McLaughlin
Debby Meyer
Kay and John Mitchell
Kristin Mitchell
Law Offices of Paup, Shutt & 
  Associates, P.C.
Colin Patrick
Meg Spiegel Pope
Tamara and Dan Reese
Lisa Riggins
Tracy, Joe, and Tucker Self
Alexandra Shewmake
David Smith
Lee Ann and Anthony Torelli
Jamey Trevett
Thuan Vu
Emily Watt
Adrienne Gamez White
Andrew Wiggins

Lawson Penny
Kay and Lewis Hall
Carolyn and James Van Zant

Erin Pinson
Heather Johnson

Judy Qualls
Jennifer Williams

Walker Reese
Stephanie and Billy Brentlinger

Carley Rutledge
Tracy and Crystal Bolt
Susie and Harvey Boysen
Lizzy Chapman
Mark and Debbie Daniel
Georgann and Christopher Douglas
Cole Esparrago
Daniel Evans
Meredith and Ian Haas
Lauren Huffer
Sean Kelly
Dori Miller
Kirk Millican
Hope Rochr
Alexander Rodzinski
Matthew Ruske
Grant Rutledge
Lisa and John Sarvadi
Cynthia Seath
Julia Virnstein
Patricia and Andrew Vories
Grant Wagman
Joshua Williams

Robb and Eunice 
Rutledge
Susie and Clark Gregg	

Sandra Szink
Stacy Fetters

Tate Wood
Ronda August
Jennifer and Jake Bumgardner
Alicia Coonrod
Randall Crimmings
Melanie Edwards
Melissa Egerton
Allyson Flynn
Tyra Forsyth
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Michelle Foster
Judy Graves
Amy Gunning
Hall Family Charitable Fund
Lee Ann Hall
Treva LaJaunie
Gail Lawson
Julie and Mike Meek
Sharla Meek
Dianna Meek
Shellee Morrison
Janay Queen
Danielle Robinson
Tonja Shepard
Margarita Solis
Peter Taylor
Virginia Thurmond
J.W. Watson
Wells Watson
Mikala Welch
Lisa Zaborsky			 
				  
	

IN HONOR OF:

Theresa Brillhart
Delynn and Ted Crofford 
  Charitable Fund

Gloria Kanter
Alexander Kanter

Grace Kight
Sarah and John Kight

Michael Kovnar
Gretchen Miller

Olivia Nowell
Cammie and Jim Nowell

Hannah Rector
Tracy Rector and Greg Fitzgerald  
  Charitable Fund

Maggie Shipman
Patricia and Andrew Vories
Hilary and Joshua Shipman

Learn more at:
rutledgecancerfoundation.org

#EASETHEIMPACT      #RAISETHERATE     #FINDACURE

2023 FINANCIAL REPORT

2023 Actual

$  110,953 
 $  434,415 

$    36,098 
 $    26,766 
 $  224,500 

 $832,732 

Revenue 

  General Donations
  Events

  Third Party Fundraising
  Investments
  Grants Received

Total Revenue

2023 Actual

$  108,497
$  171,053 
$  250,305 
$  313,609 
$    66,211 

$909,675  

Expenditures

Operating
Events
Patient Programs 
Research*

Awareness

Total Expenditures

* Research partially funded from prior year's funds.

GENERAL DONATIONS - 13%

EVENTS - 52%

THIRD-PARTY FUNDRAISING - 4%

INVESTMENTS - 3%

GRANTS RECEIVED - 27%

OPERATING - 12%

EVENTS - 19%

PATIENT PROGRAMS - 28%

RESEARCH - 34%

AWARENESS - 7%

OPERATING - 12%

EVENTS - 19%

PATIENT PROGRAMS - 28%

RESEARCH - 34%

AWARENESS - 7%

INCOME:

EXPENSES:
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